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TO THE HONORABLE W. T. MILLER, JUDGE OF THE CIRCUIT COURT ov (N 
LEE COUNTY, 
respectfully represent unto your Honor that on the 12th day of 14 ¢ 
June 1891 he was united in ‘the holy bonds of matrimony die sma Nty 
Noel, mee Belle Wells in Lee County Virginia and that said marriag ty 
was duly solemnized according to law. 


Your orator would further represent unto your Honor that he 


and Belle Noel lived together as man and wife for about three 


months when she left his. house dnd home without Any just cause 


and has from that time to the present day a period of over four 


years wilffully abandoned and deserted your orator and,has refused 
trun. OEY TICS a TEND 


v v aA alrrianaiid aQro be wy Lind MAA ) 5 writt one 
and refuses to live with hin, Wherefore your orator being rem@di- 


save in a Court of Equity where such matters as this are 
properly coach sae premises considered the prayer of your 
orator is that Belle Noel besmade party defendant to this bill and 
Beste Yor lyn gana yr 8, woe ae ee a Na on ay 
réghtned- *o “ghs¥ae WHS" sais, ane wont Od aro babhy Bete yaivea, ‘that 
your Honor will by proper decretal orders absolve your orator from 
all marital ties, and. grant him an absolute divorce from the 
bonds of matrimony ee eG between your orator and said Belle Noel 
and such other further and general relief as to equity is proper 


and his ease meets with in a Court of conscience, and your orator 


will ever pray &¢c. 


RL James R. Noel 


By Counsel 





RUFUS A. AYERS, 


HARRY J. AYERS, 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW, & 
BIG STONE GAP, VA. 
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IRVINE, Attorney at Law, BIG STONE GAP, VA. 








THE DEPOSITIONS of J.W.Kelly, R.A.Ayers, and N.B.Colli- 


ler; taken before me, A.L.Irvine, a notary public in and for 





ar 


| Wise Comty, this the 15th day of February 1897, tobe read as 


levidence in the certain cause in chancery pending in the cir- 


poate court of Lee Comty wherein James R. Noffell is plaintiff 
| 
| and Belle Nowell is defendant; taken pursuent to notice. 
PRESENT H.J.Ayers, attorney for plaintiff. 
Dr. J.W.Kelly, a witness of lawful-age, being fairst duly 
i'sworn, deposes as follows:- 
Q. 1:- Please state vour age, residence, and occupation. 


Age 35 years; residence Big Stone Gap; cccupat ion 


iphysician. 


Q: 2:- Please state whether or not you were physician to | 


of the Appalachian Steel & Iron Company in 


I cammenced in the Fall of '93. 
3:- IN attending to your duties as such physician, 
vou know Tony Naird and Belle Naird, who passed as his wife? | 
A:- Yes; I knew them. 
®. 4:- Do you know whether or not Belle Naird was the 
feene woman who in 1890 or '91 merried James R. Noell, the plait- 
lace in this cause? 
Ait- She told me she was the same wanan. 
Q. 5:- Did these parties live together as man and wife? 
A:- Yes; that was the impression I had about it. 
Q. 6:- Did you not regard Belle Naird as the wife 


Toney Naird? 





A:- Yes: 1 was often called on swxm by him to go to 


| his wife -- Belle, he called her. 


| 
f 
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R. T. IRVINE, Attorney at Law, BIG STONE GAP, VA. 


| 

















same house? 


As I understand you, then, to all intents and 
{ : : 
purposes, they lived as man and wife? 


As- Yes. 


And further this deponant saith not. 


Witness waives the signine of this deposition and author- 


lizes the notary to sign for him. 


R.A.Ayers, another witness of lawful age, being first 
duly wworn, deposes as follows:- 
Q. 1:- What years were you receiver for the Appalachian 


& Iron Company? 


At- I was receiver of said company from June 1893 to the 


dey of October 1895, 
Q. 2:- Amongst the men who worked for you as such re- 
lceiver was there a man by the nanp of Toney Naird? 


At- Yes; there was an Italian by that name. 





Q. 3:- Bo you know whether or not he was married; and if | 


\so, did you know his wife? 
At- He lived with a woman who claimed to be his wife. 
|She called herself Belle Naird. She came with a body of Ital- 


ians to see me as receiver of the furnace on one accasion as 








| 
| their interpreter, and claimed Toney Naird to be her husband at 


tt 


{| 


at work in the mines, she came and pleaded for her husband, 


i 
| Toney, who was ruming the incline at Powells River, to be re- 
| 
i 


i 


|that time. Afterwards, when I had discharged all the Italians | 





| 
| 





R. T. IRVINE, Attorney at Law, BIG STONE GAP, VA. 














| 
tained and at her solicitation I retained him. I saw her bring| 


his meals to him at the incline at Noon. I do not recollect 


| to have ever seen them together at their home. 


i 


And further this deponant saith not, 
Witness waives the signing of this deposition, and au- 


thorizes the notary to sign for him, 





N.B.Collier, another witness of lawful age, being first 
duly sworn, deposes as follows:- 

Q@.- 1:- Please state your mam age, residence, and occu- 
pation, 

A:- I am going on 38 years old: I will be 38 in April, 
{C believe, My home is in Big Stone Gap: oceupation deputy 
sherrif of Wise Comty. 

Qe 2i- Mr. Collier, please state whether or not vou know} 

Naird, defendant in this cause. 

A:- Yes, sir. I suppose that is his name: I have always) 

him called that. He lives out here on the mountain. 


Q. 3:- In the year 1894, didn't Toney Naird live with 





Wells as man and wife? 
\ 

; : A ‘ 

A:- Yes: he lived therewith her as men and wife and they 


said they was married, 
Q. 4:- Did they live in the same house t osether? 
A:- Oh. yes; they lived on the same house. She cooked 
| ana kept house and there was sane Italians boarded with them. 


Q. 5:~ Please state whether or not she is the same woman 
i 


| ‘ 
| who in 1890 or '91 married James R. Noell,of Lee Comty? 





A:- T cold not say that, for I was not here and did not 


’ 








R. T. IRVINE, Attorney at Law, BIG STONE GAP, VA. 














know anvthing about it. 





Did she not always so by the name of Belle Wells? 


Since I knew her she did. 





1893 were thev not living 
jand wife? 
| As- Yes, sir; 3 were living topether es man and wife. 
Do you know anvthing in regard to the relations 

ithat existed between Belle Noell and Pinkney Anderson? 

Ai- All that I know is that they both disappeared to - 
ls ther. 

QA 9:- Is he not living with her now? 


is what I have heard. 


Yhat year was this that they disappeared to- 





A:- It was '96, just efter the furnace shut down. They 
jleft somewheres in May or June about a year ago. 
| 


And further this deponant saith not. 


| Witness waives the signing of this deposition and au- 
ithorizes the notary to sign for him. 

H 

Virginia, Wise County, to-wit. 


I, A.L.Irvine, a notary public in and for the ecomty a- 


{ 
| 
| 


Iforesaid in the state of Virginia, certify that the foregoing 





|depositions of J.W.Kelly, R.A.Ayers, and N.B.Collier were taken 


} : : 
|subscribed, and sworn to before me xm at the time and place and 


i 
i 


| 
|for the purposes ment ioned in the capt ion hereto annexed. 
Given under my hand this the 17th day of February 1897. 


UL Sanne, Puella, Ya 











Attorney at Law, BIG STOD E GAP, VA. | 
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fi VIRGINEA 
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WISE COUNTY! 
this day personally appeared before me, A. lL. Irvine,a Notary 

Punic Seed far the County and State aforosaiayH. J. ni ee who 

ne oath inv due form of law that Belle Noel is not a resident of 


the State, of Virginia, 


Given under my hand this the 19th day of September 1896, 


(TRE GEIS 


NOTARY PUBLIC, 


MEMORANDUM FOR CLERK, 
James R. Noel 

vs In Chancery 
Belle Noel 

Bill in Chancery- affidavit of non residence 
Order of Publication, 

The object of this suit is to obtain a divorce a vineculo mat~ 
rimoni for the complainant from the defendant. And an affidavit 
having been made and filed that Belle Noel is not a resident of 
the State of Virginia it is ordered that she do appear here within 
fifteen days after due publieation hereof, and do what may be 
neccessary to protect her interests in this suit, And it is fur- 
ther ordered that a copy hereof be published once a week for four 
successive weeks in The Big Stone Gap Post, and that a copy be 
posted at the front door of the Court House of the County on the 


first next day of the next term of the County Court. &¢ &C. 
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CERTIFICATE TO OBTAIN A MARRIAGE LICENSE, eal Is “GG 
TO BE ANNEXED TO THE LICENSE, REQUIRED BY SECRiQH-2260.6iiee-CODMORSUIREINIA. 
ébe 


Time of Marriage Place of Husband's Birth 
Place of Marriage (A-@<-..... CS NE eee eRe Place of Wife's ieee De (aes eA ores 


Full Names of Parties Married... $ 24K. ale Nek. Place of Husband's Residence, 4.$--..b bees Lf Soa Oe. eee 





Place of Wife's Residence.......... ple (a tase eer ro see em 2c 


Names of Husband's Parents, HYG Neh. 





Condition of Wife (widowed or single) ,..~dA<EA op sJecupation of Husband. 


{y 
uy pende’’ ftVr yy” LE ve’ Voges Lie, EE cert 
7 coe, 















































J Certify, Goal jouw” wee ier day of CTT Dre. | ee ane 
DEI ee 2 LAM of, dM. Lok See ee Moning Me 
atove-named and dee SOLEL fpoortiad yy trem adliiorily of ! tthe annered F serge. 


p@s-The Minister celebrating a marriage, is required, within TEN days thereafter, to return the licerse to the Office of the Clerk who issued the same, 
with an endorsement thereon of the Fact of such marriage, and of the T:ME and PLACE of celebrating the same. 
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Jn the Clerk's € Office of the Csr @raad -Corvet of the 
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ee ee ecm Ot) eae x A ee Plaintiff 
against ls, Charreag 
@....Defendant. | 


The object of this suit is to AL OW Aeararer OW Waa Bi ak 


oer eet of the State of Virginia, it is ordered that . do AN here, within- 
after due publication hereof, and do what may be necessary to protect HET interest in this suit. 


further ordered that a copy hereot be published once a week for four weeks in theV¥WUAG _ 


on the first day of the next term of the. 
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Publisher's fixed rate of 
charges: 5 cents per line for 
each Insertion, ? 


; 


I, Ginwert N. Kyicut, editor and publisher of the Big Stone Gap Post, a weekly news- 
paper published in the town of Big Stone Gap, Wise County, Virginia, do’ certify that the 
foregoing Order of Publication “Ge duly pyplis in the ae for four consecutive 
weeks, commencing on the 4. day of .4 le 


Iditor The Big 








Clerk's Cine onan ieee ie Wine County, ‘Va. 
, Clerk of the Circuit Co for Wise County 
hereby eo that I, on ete first Ase of the County Court of ‘ {= county at the. Ou. ILL, 
term 189 “/therefore, posted a copy of the foregoing Order of Public Byes the f 
of the couft- house of the said county. Given under my 3G 
189. 


Beer ba. 
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O 
Publisher's Fee $ 6 ae 


: Grid pw 
Paid by ft Wir 


af 


SS : 





